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INTRODUCTION
This is a significant time in the life of the congregation at Newton Mearns Parish Church 
(NMPC). As we enter a time of ‘vacancy’ we give thanks to God for 276 years as a congregation 
and also recognise the opportunity which we have to reflect on our church life. We look forward 
to challenge and change and the opportunity to develop further our spiritual and wider
congregational life.

OUR MISSION
Our mission as a congregation is to promote Christ’s Church at the heart of the local and wider
community.

HISTORY
NMPC is a long established and welcoming congregation. The congregation has its roots in the 
Praying Society of Mearns and since it was first recognised by the Secession Church in 1739 
worshipped in three different church buildings before the present sanctuary was dedicated in 
1939.

OUR PARISH
Newton Mearns is a suburban parish on the southern perimeter of Glasgow which, after the 
redrawing of the parish boundaries, has approximately 7000 residents. The parish extends from 
over the Fenwick Moor to the East Renfrewshire border and covers some fifteen square miles. 
The area south of Mearns Cross is sparsely populated and consists mainly of farmland and 
open country. The vast majority of parishioners live in owner occupied housing in an area of 
approximately two square miles situated between the Ayr Road (A77) and the Stewarton Road 
(B769). The population of the parish continues to expand as the building of new homes in the 
area continues.

Locally there are a good number of sports clubs for golf, tennis, rugby and bowling. In Eastwood 
Park there is a recreational centre with a swimming pool, gym and theatre. There are a number 
of private health clubs in the locality. There are a number of parks in the area, Rouken Glen 
being the largest of these.

There is a good bus and train service into Glasgow and easy access by the M77 into Glasgow 
and Silverburn shopping centre. Newton Mearns has its own centre, The Avenue, which is close 
to the church.

The parish falls within the catchment area of some of Scotland’s top performing schools. The 
local primary schools are Crookfur Primary and Mearns Primary. Both of these schools also 
have nursery classes. The local secondary schools are Eastwood High and Mearns Castle 
High. Eastwood High School opened as a new building in 2014. Both high schools have
excellent facilities which provide pupils with a high quality learning environment. Primary 7 
pupils who attend Mearns Primary have the choice to attend either secondary school. The 
Isobel Mair School is the only additional support needs school in East Renfrewshire and enjoys 
a national reputation for the high standard of work which it does with both pupils and their
families. It comprises a family centre, primary and secondary department within the school.

Newton Mearns is a residential area popular with all ages, young couples, more established 
families and older people alike. As the parish continues to grow, we are looking to welcome 
more young people and families into NMPC.



OUR CONGREGATION
Our current congregational roll is 400 members, around 120 of whom attend worship regularly 
including children and young people.

NMPC is a true parish church with the vast majority of members living within or near the 
parish. We also work with neighbouring parishes in community initiatives and a number of joint 
services, notably during Holy Week.

We are engaged with supporting the wider work of the church, wherever that might be.
The Kirk Session has decided not to depart from the historic and current doctrine and practice 
of the Church in relation to human sexuality and their application to ministers and deacons of 
the Church.

Under the current plan for the Presbytery of Glasgow, NMPC has been given leave to call a 
minister on a tenure which will be reviewed in five years or on the occasion of a vacancy at 
Broom Parish Church, whichever is the earlier. The draft basis of reviewable charge is 
attached as an addendum to this profile.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE - Worship
NMPC is a broad and inclusive family providing a welcoming and supportive environment for 
all stages of life and spiritual development.

Worship is at 10.30am each Sunday and incorporates traditional and contemporary styles of 
music led by our organist and choir and on occasion by our junior church, Kids@theCross. 
Patterns of worship have changed over the years and the Kirk Session is keen to discuss 
further development of these with the new minister.

Communion is celebrated informally during the services on the first Sunday of each month, 
with a more formal celebration on Easter Sunday and on three other Sundays during the year. 
Special services are also conducted during Holy Week, Harvest and on Remembrance 
Sunday.

The use of time and talents of all God’s family, whether during the week or on a Sunday
morning, is seen as an important resource, strengthening and enhancing congregational life.



The Choir
Music is an important part of worship at the church. The 
choir begins the service with an introit every week and 
also holds special performances throughout the year. 
Rehearsals are held on a Thursday evening and are led 
by our organist. They sing music that they enjoy from a 
range of musical styles as well as music for worship. The 
rehearsals are social and enjoyable and cater for singers 
of all backgrounds and levels of experience.

Kids@thecross
Kids@theCross, our junior church, meets during the 
morning service. Currently there is a small group of 
enthusiastic children who attend regularly. The younger 
children enjoy engaging with the minister at the start of 
the service before moving to the halls with their leaders 
for a time of learning through games, stories and
interaction with each other. Recent fundraising projects 
have included Mary’s Meals, the Children’s Hospice 
and Guide Dogs for the Blind. In 2016 they hope to 
raise enough money to build a house in Nepal for 
victims of the earthquake. 

A crèche is offered for babies and children under three.

Discussion Group
A group for young people of secondary school age meets weekly during the service. The 
purpose of this group is to encourage and engage its members in discussing a wide range of 
current issues and to consider how these relate to moral, spiritual and social values.

Bible Study Group
The church provides the opportunity for bible study, discussion and prayer in the Bible Study 
Group which is led by the minister and one of our elders.

The Guild
We have a flourishing and growing membership of the Guild with new friendships being
established between existing members and those who have joined more recently. Various 
fundraising activities are held throughout the year. These include a monthly Soup and
Sandwich Lunch which is open to the whole community to attend. Funds from this and other 
projects are used to support the work of the church and charities such as McMillan Cancer and 
Alzheimer’s.

The Tuesday Group
This is an informal time of fellowship for women in the congregation. The group is welcoming 
and fun and meets every six weeks in the church hall on a Tuesday evening. There are 
approximately 12 members and it is hoped that will increase during the year. The group is 
planning a number of visits in 2016, one of which is to the charity Operation Christmas Child.



CHURCH MANAGEMENT
The Model Deed of Constitution has been adopted with a Kirk Session and Congregational 
Board, although consideration may be given to changing to the unitary format.

Kirk Session
The Kirk Session comprises 33 active elders (11 male and 22 female).
During the 275th anniversary of the church, the Session undertook a Stewardship campaign 
when every member in the congregation was visited and received information about the work 
and life of NMPC.

The Session followed this with a self- evaluation of the life and work of NMPC. They identified 
strengths and areas for development and produced an action plan.

The Kirk Session works closely with the Minister to develop a variety of forms of worship. On 
occasion, such as during Holy Week, elders will take a leading role in worship.

Congregational Board
The Board consists of 10 members (3 male and 7 female) together with the Kirk Session.
A number of committees have been established that work with and are responsible to the 
Board. These consist of a Property Committee, Finance Committee, Housekeeping Committee, 
Social Committee and Communications Group

Staff
The continuing work of the congregation is supported by four members of staff:
• Church Officer
• Part time Secretary (five mornings per week)
• Organist
• Part time cleaner

Finances
NMPC has a strong history of committing to the wider work of the Church and responds
generously when called upon.

Stewardship is reviewed regularly and the Kirk Session and Congregational Board follow the 
principles of ‘Seasons for Growth’.  In 2014 we ran a successful ‘Giving for Growth’ campaign 
as part of our anniversary celebrations. Members were invited to recommit to the life and work 
of the church and to review their giving. This resulted in an enthusiastic response from a
committed membership. 

Income in 2015 has shown an encouraging increase and we are entering 2016 with a surplus 
of approximately £10000. 

The final accounts for the year to December 2014 are available on the OSCR website, 
www.oscr.org.uk Charity number SC004219.



PARISH RESPONSIBILITIES
The minister of NMPC, by tradition, is chaplain to the local primary school, Crookfur Primary. 
This is shared with the minister of the Baptist Church. We have active links with the school and 
they hold services within the church at various times of the year. Visits are also made by
specific year groups as part of their studies in Religious and Moral Education.

Previously, the Minister has shared the chaplaincy of Mearns Primary with the minister from 
Mearns Kirk.

Chaplaincy of Eastwood High has been shared previously with the minister of Neilston Parish 
Church and it is the wish of the Kirk Session that this link is re-established and developed as 
many of the members of our youth organisations attend as students. The denominational 
school in the parish is St Cadoc’s Primary and a joint service with Primary 5 pupils is held 
annually.

Good relationships exist with the Baptist Church and St Cadoc’s Roman Catholic Church.
In 2015, there were 13 funerals and 2 weddings. There have been 3 baptisms since the start of 
the vacancy. 

PASTORAL CARE
There are three care homes in the parish: 
• Greenlaw Grove
• Wellmeadow Lodge
• Crookfur Retail Trust

Some elders, supported by the choir, lead worship in the care homes once per month.
There is a sheltered housing complex at Fordyce Court and McCarthy and Stone will have 
completed construction of another, close to Greenlaw Grove, in the late spring of 2016. 
NMPC also works closely with Eastwoodhill Church of Scotland care home in Giffnock.

OUTREACH
For the last few years NMPC has become well known in the community for its monthly coffee 
mornings. These are well attended and raise funds for a variety of good causes. Different 
church groups or organisations, e.g. Session, Board, Youth Organisations, Choir, Tuesday 
Group, have responsibility for organising these and some are themed events which have 
become very popular.

The Guild hosts a monthly Soup and Sandwich lunch which is open to the church and wider 
community to attend. 

Christmas cards are distributed to the parish and during our carol singing in the shopping 
centre they are handed out to shoppers who also join in with our time of fellowship.

With the other local churches we lead a Walk of Witness on Good Friday, culminating in a 
service at NMPC.

Each year, elders lead the worship on the Church of Scotland’s Souper Sunday. Following the 
service, the congregation is invited to a bread and cheese lunch. Donations are sent to the 
Church of Scotland in support of their HIV Aids work.



SERVING OTHERS
At NMPC we have links with many organisations and charities which we support financially and 
materially. We have ongoing links with Tearfund, Church of Scotland World Mission, The
Lodging House Mission in Glasgow, the Christmas Shoebox appeal, East Renfrewshire food 
bank and the Disaster Emergency Committee.

In addition we have raised funds for a variety of other charities such as Alzheimer Scotland, 
Mary’s Meals, Water Aid and Guide Dogs for the Blind.

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE
NMPC provides a number of organisations for children and young people in the church and 
wider community. Approximately 200 children and young people attend these organisations 
each week.

Uniformed organisations
NMPC’s Boys’ Brigade Company (79th Glasgow) has Anchor Boys, Junior Section and
Company Section totalling some 95 boys. The groups meet on a Friday evening and take part 
in activities such as Bible Study, drill, badge work and PE. The Company Section and Junior 
Section each have the opportunity to attend camp. The Company Section regularly takes part 
in competitions and has a successful track record in both District and Battalion drill
competitions.
 
Two Rainbow units, three Brownie packs, two Guide companies and one Ranger Guides group 
also meet each week. Guides grow in confidence and learn about working with others and 
taking responsibility by planning and carrying out their own activities. 

Brownies take part in games and fun activities. They are encouraged to make decisions for 
themselves and play a role with planning activities. 

Rainbows enjoy games, stories and songs whilst learning about the wider world. The girls 
follow the Rainbow Jigsaw programme. 



CHURCH AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
We have a high hall usage and this is reflected in the list of hall users listed below.   
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OUR BUILDINGS
The church buildings are situated in the centre 
of Newton Mearns on the old A77 Ayr Road 
adjacent to Mearns Cross and The Avenue 
shopping centre. The church is an attractive 
stone building which was consecrated in 
December 1939.

The church buildings were extended in 2004 
and form the structure which is in place today. 
The buildings, which are managed by our 
Property Committee, are all in good repair.

Substantial refurbishment work has been 
carried out in recent years including re-roofing 
and major electrical work.

The Manse
The Manse is situated at 28 Waterside Avenue 
and is within ten minutes’ walk of the church.
It is a detached modern building, built in 1993, 
and has seven apartments (with double garage). 
The Manse set in a quiet cul-de-sac backing on 
to open parkland.

The ground floor accommodation comprises an 
entrance hall and stairs, lounge, dining room, 
study, kitchen and utility room and toilet. The 
upper floor comprises master bedroom with 
en-suite shower room, three bedrooms and a 
family bathroom.

The sanctuary has seating for 700. It is equipped with an audio visual system and services are 
produced in Power Point. Praise is led by the organist and choir with the accompaniment of a 
3 Manual Walker Organ or, if appropriate, by piano.

The remaining buildings on the site consist of the Upper Hall, which can seat 50, the Old Hall 
which can seat 200, the Memorial Hall which can accommodate 250, the Boyd Scott Room 
which can seat 50 and the Murray Mackay Room which can seat 30. 

The suite of halls is in constant use both by church organisations and community groups.

The property is fully protected by an intruder alarm system and has been fully redecorated in 
a neutral colour scheme. Repairs and renovation have also been undertaken by the Property 
Committee. 

The garden is of a manageable size with mature shrubs and a patio area.



THE FUTURE
The Challenge
To meet the challenge of being the Church in Newton Mearns we seek to:
• Maintain and, with congregational support, develop the present range of styles of worship
• Build on our outreach to the local community and the wider world, encouraging both
  fundraising and active involvement of our membership
• Attract new members, especially younger people and families, from an ever growing parish
• Recognise the challenges of relying on the volunteer model for supporting church activities
• Encourage the whole membership to become actively involved in every aspect of church life

Our New Minister
We are prayerfully seeking a minister who will:
• Excite and inspire us through preaching and be open to developing a new menu of worship
• Be a good communicator and relate to people on all levels
• Nurture our faith and develop worship, pastoral care and mission
• Provide strong, enabling, inclusive leadership while at the same time developing leadership 
  from within our membership
• Help us to develop ways to engage with all age groups, in particular the 25-45 age group in
   our parish

Opportunities Ahead
Potential developments at NMPC include:
• Greater involvement of young people
  and initiatives to encourage more
  members to attend services
• Becoming more outreach focused
• Development of a social role within the
  community

CONTACTS
Clerk to the Nominating Committee:
Mrs Mary Kelly      
5C Edenhall Court       
Newton Mearns      
Glasgow G77 5TT
marykelly.edenhall@yahoo.co.uk
Tel: 0141 639 4807

Interim Moderator:
Rev Marnie Johnston
MHJohnston@churchofscotland.org.uk
Tel: 0141 810 3782



APPENDIX 1

BASIS OF REVIEWABLE CHARGE 
The Presbytery shall review this appointment within the fifth year after the induction of the 
Minister or on the occasion of a vacancy at Broom Parish Church whichever is the earlier.
At the review the Presbytery shall consider: 

Whether the church exhibits the five purposes of the church, worship, service, discipleship, 
fellowship and evangelism and whether these are in healthy balance.

In addition to the formal review at the end of five years:

Presbytery’s Strategic Planning Committee will offer ongoing support to the Minister and 
congregation to work towards a linkage with Broom Parish Church which is anticipated at the 
end of the five years of reviewable charge.

Following the formal Review at the end of five years, the Presbytery shall take a further
decision on the future arrangements for ministry to the congregation and parish of Newton 
Mearns, recognising that one of the options available to it is the termination of the tenure of 
the Minister on giving him or her six months notice in writing and reverting to the Presbytery 
Plan arrangements of a linkage of Newton Mearns Parish Church and Broom Parish Church.
 
The Minister shall be free to seek or demit or to be translated as in the ordinary case of any 
minister inducted to a charge provided that if this reviewable charge is his or her first charge, 
the Presbytery hereby agree that these conditions constitute exceptional circumstances in 
terms of Section 4 of Act VIII 2003, and will accordingly issue the necessary Certificate if he or 
she seeks to be translated within five years. 

While the foregoing terms and conditions shall form a Basis of Reviewable Charge for Newton 
Mearns Parish Church. they shall be free like other Congregations to seek to adjust the 
arrangement under the authority of the Presbytery of Glasgow and with the approval of the 
General Assembly’s Committee on Presbytery Planning Task Group.
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